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get me a roll of white silk and another of cloth. I am going
to give them to my mother when she goes away."
Shu T'ung hastened to bring them for her and she went to
her own room. Flute of Jade went with her, knelt down, and
said: "Fifth Mother, please say nothing to my Father about
this."
"Tell me," Golden Lotus said, "how often have yoy
played this game with him? If you tell me the truth, I will
say nothing."
Flute of Jade told her the whole story.
"I will forgive you," Golden Lotus said, "on condition that
you promise me three things."
"If you will only forgive me, I will do anything you wish,J)
Flute of Jade said.
"First: whatever happens in your mistress's room, whether
important or unimportant, you must tell me all about it. If I
hear it from anybody else, and you have not told me, I will
never forgive you. Secondly: you must get anything I want.
Thirdly: I wish to know how it is that your mistress, who was
never with child before, is now going to have a baby."
"The truth is," Flute of Jade told her, "that my mother
took some medicine made out of an after-birth which Nun
Hsueh brought for her."
Golden Lotus did not forget this, but she did not say
anything to Hsi-mSn Ch'ing.
When Shu T'ung saw that Golden Ix>tus took Flute of
Jade away with her, smiling in a manner that boded ill, he
decided that the matter was going to have unpleasant conse-
quences. He went to the study, opened the cupboard, and took
a number of handkerchiefs, kerchiefs and pins, together with
some of the presents that had come from relatives. He had
about ten taels of silver of his own and he went to the shop
and got another twenty by deceiving Clerk Fu, telling him
that he had to buy some silk. He went outside the city, hired
a mule for a long journey, and went to the river. There he
took boat and went to Su-chou, his native place.
This day Cassia, Silver Maid, and Moonbeam went away.
The two eunuchs, Hsueh and Liu, sent food and paper
offerings as offerings for the dead, and a tael of silver. TV»p.v

